New Studies in Educational Sciences

Summer (2025) 1 (1): 77-90

Open Access

https://doi.org/:10.30473/NS.2026.76833.1022

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Primary School Principals' Perspectives on School-Based
Governance: Challenges, Requirements and Key Components

Maryam Faraji!, Yousef Namvar

1. Master's Degree, Educational
Administration, Department of
Educational Governance and
Human Resources,  Ardabil
Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Ardabil, Iran.

2- Associate Professor,
Department of Educational

Studies and  Curriculum
Planning, Ardabil Branch,
Islamic  Azad  University,
Ardabil, Iran.
Correspondence:

Yousef Namvar

Email: y.namvar@iau.ac.ir

Receive Date: 13/May/2025
Revise Date: 07/Jul/2026
Accept Date: 23/Jul/2026
Publish Date: 23/Aug/2026

How to cite:
Faraji, M & Namvar, Y. (2026).

Primary School Principals'
Perspectives on School-Based
Governance: Challenges,

Requirements and Key Components
(Mixed Study), New Studies in
Educational Sciences, 1 (1), 77-90.

(Mixed Study)

2

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to identify the challenges, requirements and
executive components of school-based governance from the perspective of
elementary school principals in Meshkinshahr city. The mixed research method was
conducted using semi-structured interviews with 15 managers (qualitative part) and
a researcher-made questionnaire among 68 managers (quantitative part). Qualitative
data were analyzed with thematic analysis and quantitative data with SPSS-26
software. The findings showed that the implementation of school-based governance
faces structural, cultural, legal, human resources and management challenges. In the
quantitative part, the components of "educational leadership" ($=0.42), "structural
autonomy" (Bf=0.31) and "institutional participation" (B=0.27) were significantly
predictive of performance accountability (R?=0.52). Also, a significant difference
was observed in the views of government and non-government school principals (p
<0.05). The results indicate the necessity of structural reforms, empowering
managers and strengthening the participatory culture for the successful
implementation of school-based governance.
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